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. MEMORANDUM v | 9 fe chan~
S ‘ o . THE WHITE HOUSE | -

o ) : ‘ | WASHINGTON o ‘ *

T CONFIDENTIAE— R g o December 3, 1971

- MEMORANDUM FOR: GENERAL HAIG
' FROM: 1 R LESJANKAV
. John King, in the Public Affairs Office at State Department, called
“me to tell me that he has received several calls last night and one
this morning from a Paul Stevens of the Boston Herald Traveler,
Stevens has been talking with Governor Sargent who has apparently
shown or told Stevens about a letter from the President which Stevens
feels indicates that the President has assured Sargent that the Presi-
-dent will raise the prisoner issue (Fecteau, Downey, et al.) when
he goes to China. Stevens also says that Sargent has told him of a
second personal telephone conversation with the President in which
the President reiterated these assurances and, ‘according to Stevens,
1mphed tha.t he m1ght even bring the four prisoners back with him. -
‘ EEREMRAEE ke L b ‘ (Tab B)
"I‘he: Plua-im—m, s luum Lu cnal;,_m, is auacnem It of-course contains no
‘such assurancaa. | But somehow Stevens is getting reports of greater
promises from Governor Sargent, As sensitive as this is, I would
 think you would want to bring this to Henry's and possibly Haldeman's
attention, perhaps to have them get to Sargent to turn this guy off

before a press story comes out which forces us to issue a denial and
therefore appear to make a liar out of a friendly governor,

Obviocusly, this also has sensitivies for the Chinese since they might
misinterpret a public statement like this and the results could be an

inadvertent comphcatmn of whatever chance we might have to get the
pnsoners back, :

if you feel it is needed, a memorandum from HAK to Haldeman is

- attached informing Haldeman of the situation and suggesting that he
- call Sargent to furn off this story before it starts, (Tab A)

NSS review completed.)
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. DEC LoLWEn
SONFIDENTIAL
MEMORANDUM FOR: R, H, HALDEMAN
FROM: HENRY A. KISSINGER \5f
SUBJECT: Governor Sargent and PRC

Prisoners

The Fublic Affairs Office at State Department has informed us that

a reporter of the Boston Herald Traveler has been talking with
Governor Sargent whe has apparently told the reporter about a letter
from the President indicating Presidential assurances that the Presi-
dent will ralse Ia Peking the matter of four U, S, citizens heid by the
PRC. The reporter also claims that Governor Sargent has told him
of a telephone conversation he had with the President in which the
President reiterated these assurances and according to the reporter
implied that he might even pring the four prisoners back with him,

This is clearly a sensitive matter since the President's letter
{attached) did net contain such sssurances but a press story on this
matter could give a wrong signal to the Chinese and complicate the
poasibility for the release of the prisoners and additionally put the
Administration in the position of having to deny a story attributed to
s friendly governor., It would be helpful if you could call Governor
Sargent and iaform him of this reporter‘going off the track and ask
the Governor to talk with the paper to prevest any misleading story
from emerging.

Attachment

LY:nm:12/3/71
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